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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION: 

0 6  4 
FM BENHIMA B MOROCCO) 
OCTOBER 1 1 1  1972) 3 8 0 0 P M o  

F 
WALDORF 3 5 A  

l o  P A R T I C I P A N T S :  MOROCCO--FM B E N H I M A 1  AMBASSADOR S N O U S S I l  
USuTHE SECRETARY1 MRn NoWSOM: MRo CONNORS ( R E P O R T I N G  
OFF ICERO:  MR. DE S E A B R A  ( I N T E R P R E E R ) ,  

20 SUMMARYJ F M  B E N H I M A  S A I D  T H A T  K I N G  H A S  ABSOLUTE CON- 
F I D E N C F  I N  US AND ALL PRESS REPORTS T O  CONTRARY A R E  F A L S E 0  
B E N H I M A  S A I D  T H A T  AS K I N G  MOVES TO BROADEN GOM BY DRAWING 
I N  O P P O S I T I O N  ELEMENTS# M O R O C C O ~ S  P O S I T I O N  ON C E R T A I N  I S S U E S  

L L  H A R D E N *  I N  T H I S  REGARD, FM SAID I T  I S  I M P E R A T I V E  THAT 
E S T I O N  OF US B A S E S  I N  MOROCCO BE RE-EXAMINED BEFORE PRESSURES 
SE FROM NEW GOVERNMENT L I K F L Y  TO EMERGE I N  COMING MONTHS. 

30 FM B E N H I M A  EXPRESSED K I N G v S  HOPE THAT SECRETARY V I S I T  
MOROCCO* SECRETARY R E P L I E D  ME I S  L O O K I N G  F O R W A R D  TO ANOTHER 
V I S I T  AND WOULD ENJOY ROUND OF GOLF W I T H  K I N G o  
B E N H I M A  R E P L I E D  THAT KING I S  NOW TOO OCCUPIED TO 
PLAY VERY OFTEN PUT WOULD BE PREPARED TO ARRANGE A 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT TH OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007



- 
DEL',,: T ' - n ~ ~ ~  
C.O. 1:: : ,j, pjc. 3.4 3 

NO 9L96>+ !--# 
+-rmd% i I. 

.'; T.-iF/ ,' , g Department 4 State ?:-{ 
:\, $4 .!% \Zq$ 

' W  r- 
5--4TF9 oc 

I !' - . '  ' &5 ,- . *.I. a 

1, , 
PAGE f l2  USUN N  03838 1 2 1 9 1 m Z  1 

LA. , 

49 P O L I T I C A L  D E V E L D P M E N T S Z  F M  B E N H I M A  REVTEWFD POLITICAL 
D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  MOROCCO, DESCRIBING TWO A T T E M P T S  ON K I N G ' S  L I F E  
W I T H I N  P A S T  'TWO YEARS A S  E F F O R T  B Y  C E R T A I N  T R U S T E D  MEN WITHIN 
ARMY T O  OVERTURN K I N D  FOR R E A S O N S  NOT C O M P L E T E L Y  C L E A R .  
HE c ~ K n  ARMY AS WHO1.E WAS NOT I N V O L V E D .  B E N H I M A  S A I D  H A S S A N  
t j A S  T A y E N  EN1 ' IGHTENED A T T I T U D E  I N  E X A M I N I N G  W A Y S  TO 
ENSlJRF S T A B I L I T Y .  FM S A I D  WORLD P R E S S  HAS NOT P R O V I D E D  
A C C U R A T E  D E S C R I P T I O N  OF CURRENT MOROCCAN POLITICAL 
SCENE.  K I N G  I S  NOW SEEKING CLOSER C O O P E R A T I O N  W I T H  
THOSE E L E M E N T S  OF O P P O S I T I O N  W H I C H  SUPPORT F U N D A M E N T A L  
MOROCCAN I N S  i l 7 l ~ T I O N 6 ~  P E N H I v A  S A I D  GOM HOPES T H A T  

T A L K S  W I T H  O P P O S r T T O N  WILL L E A D  TO B R O A D E N I N G  OF 
GOVERNVENT AND RETUPN TO P A R L I M E N T A R Y  SYSTEM.  BENHIMA 
S A I D  T H A T  FRFNCH AND THIRD WORLD P R E S S  H A S  C A R R I E D  MANY 
F b L C F  S T O R I F c  CONCERNING MOROCCAN/US R E L A T I O N S 0  FM 
EMPHASIZED T v 4 T  K I N G  H A S  A a S O L U T E  C O N F I D E N C E  I N  US 
AND ALL R E P O R T S  TO CONTRARY p E L D N G  I N  WORLD OF F A N T A S Y *  
SECRETARY TOLD FM T H A T  US P L A C E S  H I G H  VALUE ON I T S  
R F L A T I O N S  W I T H  MOROCCO A N D  W I S H E S  S E E  MOROCCO M A I N T A I N  
S T A R I L y T Y  AND CONTINUE PROGRESS I T  H A S  MADE0 S E C R E T A R Y  
S A I D  P R E S I D E N T  AND OTHER MEMBERS OF USG H A V E  H I G H E S T  
REQARD FOR KING. R E C O U N T I N G  P R E S I D E N T  E I S E N H n W E R P S  
GREAT R E S P E C T  FOR K I N G #  S E C R E T A R Y  S A I D  P R E S I D E N T  N I X O N  
H A S  SAME F E E L I N G S *  S E C R E T A R Y  E X P R E S S E D  HOPE THAT K I N G  
W I L L  C O N T I N U E  H A V E  SUCCESSFUL CAREER AND T H A T  U N F O R T U N A T E  
E V E N T S  OF P A S T  WILL NOT B E  R E P E A T E D .  

5. US B A S E S 1  F M  BENHIMA S A I D  T H A T  AS GOM B R O A D E N S  
A S  R E S U L T  I N C R E A S E D  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  BY OPPOSITIOND 
I T S  P O S I T I O N S  ON CERTAIN I S S U E S  MAY H A R D E N @  O N E  I S S U E  
I S  T H A T  OF US B A S E S  I N   MOROCCO^ B E N H I M A  S A I D  T H A T  WORLD 
SCENE HAS CHANGED S U B S T A N T I A L L Y  S I N C E  1963 WHEN J O I N T  
cOMMUNJQUE E s T A R L I S H E D  US B A S E S  I N  MOROCCO, NEED 
FOR B A S E S  I S  NOT NOW SO I M P E R A T I V E *  I N  T H E S E  C I R C U M -  
S T A N C E S ~  GOM WOULD L I K E  E A R L Y  O P P O R T U N I T Y  TO R E - E X A M I N E  
E N T I R E  QUESTION W I T H  US. B E N H I M A  S A I D  I T  I S  NOT Q U E S T I O N  
OF C L O S I N G  ALL R A S E S  OR R E M O V I N G  A L L  US T E C H N I C I A N S *  
HOWEVERI THREE B A S E S  N O W  I N  MOROCCO ( I N C L U D E D  K E N I T R A )  
M I G H T  n E  REDUCED TO TWO. F M  S A I D  T H A T  WHEN KING P A R T I C I -  
P A T E S  IN AFRICAN OR N O N O A L I G N E D  G A T H E R I N G S ,  O T H E R S  
C R I T I C I Z E  H I M  FOR PERMITTING U S  TO M A I N T A I N  R A S E S  I N  
MOROCCO. K I N G  CDNNOT ARGUE FROM P O I N T  OF V I E W  OF S E L F -  - 
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S F F O R F  P R E S S U R E S  R I S E  FROM NEW GOVERNMENT*  S E C R E T A R Y  
A S K F O  NHEN NEW GOVEPNMENT I-IKEI-Y T O  EFSERGE. RENHIMA 
..;A l o  % T I S  NGT 'v'[:'T C L E A R  RIJ'T SUGGESTED P P O R A e L Y  B E F O R F  
A P R I I . . ~  S E C R E T A R Y  S A ! D  WE WOrJ[..n BE B A C K  I N  TOUCH ON 
P H I S  M A T T E R .  

6 .  S P A N I S H  SHARAI FM S A I D  A D D I T I O N A L  I S S U E  O F  CONCERN 
T O  K I N G  IS T H A T  CF SPANISH S A H A R A *  M O R O C C O  IS CONCERNED 
T H A T  ? P A I N  I S  Y n T  APPROACHXRG M A T T E R  I N  R E A S S U R I N G  
W A Y .  W H I L E  MOROCCO A G R E E D  W I T H  S P A I N  TO T A K E  M A T T E R  TO 
U N P  S P A I N  H A S  ARSTAINED ON A,L-L UN R E S O L U T I O N S  FOR P A S T  
 TI^!.; YFaRS. ~ P P O S I T I O N  P A R T T F S  A R E  VFRY CONCERNED,  AS 
2 i '  PTI-jFR!; : t\i  I l n r iOCCO.  PENHTi. IA S A I D  ICING COULD A C H I E V E  
; ~ A T ( R N A L  U N I T Y  V F R Y  QUICKLY P Y  C Y A L L E N G I N G  S P A I N  ON T H I S  
I S S I J E p  RUT WI!UI,T) OF COURSE N D T  P R E C I P I T A T E  SUCH A C T I O N 0  
F M  S A I n  M O R O C C O  I S  P R E P A R E D  TO G I V E  S P A I N  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  
1"  S P I ~ A R A  P H O S P H A T E S   AN^ E V F N  TO ALLOW B A S E S  TO P R O T E C T  

i 3 G ~ 1 T 1 O N  I N  CANARY I S L A N O S O  B E N H I M A  S A I D  T H A T  
PiOHnCCn I S  VERY CONCERNED A P O U T  I N C R E A S E D  L I B Y A N  A C T I V I T Y  
I N  S F A N I S H  S A H A R A )  N O T I N G  T H A T  I F  L I B Y A N S  P R O V I D E D  
A R M S  S O  W O U L D  MOHOCCO. FM NOTED T H A T  PRC AND USSR ARE 

A L S O  ACTIVE I N  A R E A ,  AS WELL AS A L G E R I A M  B E N H I M A  
E X P R F S C E D  HOPE T H A T  U S  COULD H E L P  P E R S U A D E  S P A I N  TO 
T A K E  M O R E  R E S P O N S I P L E  P O S I T I O N  ON I S S U E .  S E C R E T A R Y  
S A I D  T H A T  US CANNOT fjEcf?MF INVOL-VED I N  T H I S  M A T T E R $  T H A T  
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